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Mascficld. John Freeman and Edward Thomas defy the Georgian
classification and pass on Into a world of a \ery different

complexion.l We can therefore say that Abercrombie is not
a              poet In the school sense of the term. In Ills thought2

language and rhythm, he Is strikingly individual. He himself
says that he is less Interested in the doctrines and tendencies
of poetry in poetry Itself and Is therefore -ready to allow
any practical creed whate\er, so long as it produces poetry.".
To respect the noble sentiment of the poet, we will do well to
assess his poetry without associating him with any particular
school of thought.

Abereromble's works beions to the last of Bacon's three
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categories of books. They are to be read wholly and with
diligence ; for, Abercrombie is a poet for the few and he is a
great intellectual. Considerable Interest In metaphysical
argumentation and aptitude for intellectual exercise are the
pro-requisites for a successful study and appreciation of Ms
poetry. That Is why, of all the modern English poets, he seems
to be the one who Is the least read and the least popular with
the reading public. But the few that read him, do really enjoy
and appreciate him for the mastery of his medium and for the
intellectual heights to which he takes them unawares. Among
his ardent admirers have been scholars and poets like Dr. Percy
Withers, Prof. Oliver Elton, Charles Williams, Wilfrid Gibson
and John Drinkwater.

Abercrombie Is BOW more widely known as a critic than as
a poet. As the aim of this thesis Is to offer an Interpretation
of Ms poetry alone, an explanation may be offered regarding
this limitation of Its scope, IB an article which appeared In the
Times Literary Supplement? it was pointed out that the
question how far circumstances discouraged the poet and
f0stered the critic, is an unprofitable subject for speculation.
This is BO doubt true. But the conclusion was based upon an
astounding proposition, laid down in all seriousness and with

1 Ibid p, 123.
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